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physical and temporal and the supremacy of
the spirit world. The Buddhism of Japan,
however, was not the Buddhism of India.
Entering Japan in A.D. 552, a thousand years
after Gautama had died, it had been largely
changed from its original form. This Northern
Buddhism had developed along the line of
personification. It created a pantheon of per-
sonal gods to satisfy the hearts of the peoples
to whom it ministered, and absorbed the super-
stitions of the countries through which it passed.
While it lost its original simplicity and unity,
and the high moral purpose of the Buddha, in
its popular forms and sects, it yet grew in
religious value, rising to a conception of "Ultimate
Being to which Gautama himself had not attained.
Thus the most important Buddhist sect of Japan
believes in a personal God or gods, in religious
worslnp and in a future heaven and hell. The
religion of the masses has nevertheless been
largely divorced from intelligence and personal
morality, and reduced to ceremonial and rituaL
In recent years Japanese Buddhists, finding
that they are losing their hold upon the people,
and in order to offset the advance of Christianity,
have copied much from the latter religion, and
have tried to reproduce Christian institutions
at every point. Thus they have founded Bud-
dhist Sunday Schools, Young Men's Buddhist